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Photograph of President Harry S. 
Truman, 1949 Inauguration

Date
1949

Primary Maker
Harry S. Truman

Medium
Paper

Description
A black and white photograph of President Harry S. Truman with Vice President Alben Barkley seated in the 
rear seat of an automobile during the Presidential Inauguration parade on January 20, 1949. President 
Truman is wearing a top hat (2022.018.0004). In the background of the image are several people and the 
façade of a building. Framed in gold gilt frame with beige mat. Harry S. Truman (1884-1972) served as the 
33rd President of the United States from 1945 to 1953. Truman had been a U.S. Senator from Missouri 
before being elected as Vice President in 1944, serving with President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Months after 
taking office as Vice President, Roosevelt died in office, where Truman assumed the presidency in the 
midst of World War II. Truman guided the nation through the end of the war and helped implement post-
war policies in Europe to assist with economic recovery. His policy of fighting "authoritarian threats" later 
became known as the Truman Doctrine, and was integral in American decision making during the early 
Cold War period.

Dimensions
Frame: 15 3/4 x 13 3/4 x 1 in. (40 x 34.9 x 2.5 cm) Photograph: 10 x 8 in. (25.4 x 20.3 cm)


