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the beash at Santa Sarbara that night and catch either motha local to San Luis Obispo the
next morning or the firstclass freight all vhe way to San Francisco at 7 PM at night. Samewhore
near Camarillo where Charley Parker'd been mad and relaxed back to rormal health, a thin old
1ittle bum climbed into my gondola as we headed into & 6iding to give a train l"!.ﬁhb of way
and looked surprised to see me there. Ho ostablishod himself at the other end of the gondols
lay down, facing me, wilth his head on his own miserably small 1itile pack and ssid mbhing. Date
By and by ﬂ’lq blew thq hiball whistle after the eastbound freight had smashed through on the
main line and we pulled out as it gt colder and fog began to blow from the sea over the wam
vallays of the coast, Both the little bum and I, after wisuccessful attepts to huddle on tho
old steel in wraparounds, gob up and paced back and forth and jumpod and flagped ams at cach 1 95 7
our and of the gon. Pretly o e i st o siding at a small railroad tow and I
figured I needed a poortoy of tokay wine to complete the cold dusk run o Santa Barbara. "Fill
you nteh =y pack while I'run over there across the hiway and get s bottle of wine?" Hsure
thing," I jumped over the side and ran over across higway 101 to the store, and bought besides
wine, a little bread and candy. I ran back to my freight train which had amther 15 ainutco

%o wait in the now wars gumy scene. But it was late afternoon and bound to got cold scom. Pr| ma Ma ker
The littlo bus was sitting :reeslmaa at his md bofore & pitiful repast of ons ean of sardines. ry
T took pity on him and went over amd said! Whow about, a 1ittle wine to ware you up/ Maybe you'd
like some bread and cheese with your sardines.” e t-hlrw " Bo gpoke from way far away in-
3ide a littlo mesk vicebox afrald or uaeilling to assert himsalf in any way. Ihe pro e
bought 3 daye ago in Mexico before the long ehom hua trdp across 7ncav.oua ard Durango a Jac k Ke rOU ac
Chihuahua 2,000 long miles to the border at Kl P Hlo ate the choeso and bread and drmnk bhe
wine with ghoto and gratituds. Iwas ploased. 1) Fantnded nysels e B Lins e el
Sutra vhich says: "Practice charity without holticg in ind any conceptions about ena-n.y for
charity after all is just a word.® I was yery devout in those days and was practising my
zeligiovs dewiims slmet to perfection. Since then Tive bacoms 4 1itle bypoor el st '
7 Tisidovios e/ Tith1a Soa dnd (opidcals) Backabs viow 1 em giom #0025 scd nettral:ia Med ium
But then T reslly believed in tho reality of charity and kindness and husility and sesl and
neutral tranquillity and wisdom snd ecstasy, amd I believed that I was an oldtime bhikku in
sodern clothes wandering the world (mually the imenso triangular are of lew Tork to Nexico
ity to San Francisco) in order to tum the wheel of the True Meaning, or Dharma, and gain Pa per
marit or avaelt a3 a fubure Puldia (Avakener) and s a future Hero in Paradise. I had not
t Gary Snyder yet, I was about % the next week, or heard anything abtout "Dharsa
CIAES 4 Liim Uiwal/t was s goriact DimtiaFrm myusif astl| screlstse o3 Hymei nu,;xo_ iieres
The 1ittle bun solidified all av beliefs by warmine uo to the wine and zetting on to talking

The original typescript scroll of <i>The Dharma Bums</i> by Jack Kerouac. Typed by Kerouac in Orlando,
Florida, 1957. Published by Viking, 1958. The work is a roll of Teletype paper created by Kerouac consisting
of 10 strips of paper taped together forming a scroll. The scroll measures 61 3/8 ft. in length, with
uninterrupted single-spaced text throughout. At top in red watercolor is the title "The Dharma Bums."
<i>The Dharma Bums</i> is a semi-autobiographical novel telling of Kerouac's travels throughout the
Pacific Northwest, his connection to Eastern philosophy, where the narrator seeks a Buddhist connection to
his life. Much like his previous novel, <i>0On the Road</i>, Kerouac wrote in a free-prose, expressive style
that became synonymous with his Beat Generation work. Jack Kerouac (1922-1969), born Jean-Louis Lebris
de Kérouac, was a novelist and poet who was a pioneer of the Beat movement in the mid-20th century.
Kerouac's second book, <i>On the Road</i>, is credited as one of the seminal writings of the Beat and
American Counterculture movements, and his influence was wide-ranging into the popular music of the
1960s and beyond. Kerouac was born on March 12, 1922, in Lowell, Massachusetts. He attended Columbia
University in New York City, where he met several of his future Beat Generation collaborators, including
Allen Ginsberg, William S. Burroughs, and Neal Cassady. Kerouac wrote his first novel, <i>The Town and
the City</i>, in 1950, which was met with limited critical reception. His second novel, <i>On the Road<
/i>, was written in 1951, but was not published until 1957. <i>On the Road</i> was hailed as a defining
work in the counterculture movement that became known as the Beat Generation, owing to its
spontaneous and stream of consciousness style that reflected jazz and bop music of the era. <i>On the
Road</i> was a semi-autobiographical tale of Kerouac and his friends travels throughout the United
States, which espoused independent thinking and lifestyles that went against the conventional thinking of
the time. This novel, along with Ginsberg's <i>Howl</i> (1956) and Burroughs' <i>Naked Lunch</i>
(1959), formed the basis for the Beat Generation. Kerouac's follow up novel, <i>The Dharma Bums</i>
(1958), expanded upon his work in <i>0On the Road</i>, and explored a Buddhist approach to Kerouac's
lived experiences. <i>0n the Road</i> and <i>The Dharma Bums</i> served as direct influences to the
hippie and anti-establishment counterculture of the 1960s, where social and sexual freedom pushed up
against traditional authority in similar ways to the earlier Beat Generation. Kerouac published 13 novels

Page 1 of 2



and numerous works of poetry throughout his lifetime, with several more novels and compilated works
being released posthumously. Numerous artists credit Kerouac as an influence for their work, including
Bob Dylan, The Beatles, the Grateful Dead, and the Doors. Kerouac died on October 21, 1969, aged 47.

Dimensions
Overall: 61 3/8 ft., 8 1/2 in. (1,870.6 x 21.6 cm)
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